A short catalytic enantioselective synthesis of the proinflammatory eicosanoid 12(R)-hydroxy- 5(Z),8(Z),10(E),14(Z)-eicosatetraenoic acid (12(R)-HETE).
A new and effective pathway is described for the synthesis of 12(R)-HETE and the 12(S)-enantiomer from the common intermediates 4 and 8.